1.

COURSE OUTLINE

GENERAL

SCHOOL | SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT | PSYCHOLOGY

LEVEL | Undergraduate

COURSE CODE | PSY--3403 SEMESTER 6t

COURSE TITLE | Criminological Psychology

TEACHING ACTIVITIES WEEKLY HOURS ECTS

Lectures and video presentations 3 4

COURSE TYPE | Field (Elective)

PREREQUISITES | -
COURSES:

INSTRUCTION/EXAM | Greek
LANGUAGE:

OFFERED TO ERASMUS | NO

STUDENTS

COURSE WEB PAGE | https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=1702
(URL)

2.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning Outcomes

The aim of the course is to present the main thematic areas addressed by Forensic

Psychology and to highlight the necessity of collaboration between the disciplines of
Law and Psychology. An additional objective is to understand the functioning process
of the Criminal Justice System and the psychological processes that take place in the
individuals involved in it. Furthermore, issues of victimology are examined, with
emphasis on minor victims of violations of their sexual freedom and their protection
from the risk of secondary victimization.

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to have:

understood the need for collaboration between the science of law and the
science of psychology, and for bridging the gap between them

acquired substantial knowledge regarding:

a) the functioning of the Criminal Justice System and its subsystems (police,
courts, prisons)

b) the behavior of individuals involved in the mechanisms of the criminal justice
system and the impact of this involvement on their psychological state

c) key issues related to the fields of Police Psychology, Psychology in the
Courtroom, and Correctional Psychology

d) fundamental issues of victimology and witness examination

e) the phenomenon of child abuse and neglect, as well as the basic principles of
forensic examination/testimony of minor victim-witnesses before official social
control authorities

appreciated the role and limitations of the psychologist working within the
Criminal Justice System



https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=1702

« understood the rules and fundamental ethical principles governing their work
within this particular system and field of practice

General Competences

e Search, analysis and data synthesis using appropriate technological tools.
e Respect to difference and multi-culturalism

e Social, professional and ethical conduct and sensitivity in gender issues.
e Ability for reflection and self-reflection

e Advancement of free, creative and inductive thinking

3. COURSE CONTENT

The course content is linked to the five core pillars of the curriculum:

Scientific Foundations [1], Scientific Research and Critical Thinking [2], Ethics and Social
Responsibility [3], Communication Skills [4], Basic Preparation for Career Decisions and
Professional Development [5].

Week 1: Introduction to Forensic Psychology / Subject of study — The relationship
between Psychology and Law [1]

Week 2: The functioning of the Criminal Justice System [1]
Week 3: The psychology of individuals involved in the Criminal Justice System [1,2]

Week 4: The International Convention on the Rights of the Child / The international
legal framework and the principles of Child-Friendly Justice [1,2]

\Week 5: Child abuse and neglect (forms, indicators of recognition, consequences)
[1,2,3]

Week 6: The process of grooming of the minor victim (Grooming) [1,2]
\Week 7: The process of disclosure of sexual abuse (Disclosure) [1,2,3]
Week 8: The Structured Forensic Interview Protocol — Basic principles [1,2,3]

Week 9: Special issues in taking testimony from minor victims — The role of the
psychologist [1,2,3]

Week 10: The investigation of allegations involving particularly vulnerable children
(e.g. children with special needs, from diverse backgrounds, etc.) [1,2,3]

Week 11: False testimonies / criteria for differentiation [1,2,3]

Week 12: International best practices: “The Child’s House” (Child Advocacy Center,
Barnahus) [1,2]

Week 13: Issues of protection against the risk of secondary victimization — Basic
ethical principles [1,2,3]




4.INSTRUCTIONAL AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

INSTRUCTION METHOD

In class

INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGIES USED

Use of audiovisual equipment in lectures

Support of learning process through the e-learn platform.

TEACHING
ORGANIZATION

Activity Semeslter LS ECTS credits
oad

Lectures 39 1,56
Literature 30 1,20
study and
analysis
Independent 35 1,40
Study
Course Total 119 4,16

STUDENT EVALUATION

Assessment is conducted in Greek as well as in English (for
Erasmus students)

1. Written exams (100%) including:
- open ended questions
- multiple choice questions

Evaluation criteria are accessible to students via the web-site of
course) on the UoC e-learn platform.
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