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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning Outcomes

Social representation theory is a cornerstone of Social Psychology. It represents a dynamic research
field dedicated to understanding how social subjects—whether individuals or groups—process
objects, orient their behavior, and construct social reality. This seminar explores social
representations through both theoretical and methodological lenses. Specifically, beyond reviewing
existing research on social representations, this seminar highlights the field's theoretical and
methodological diversity and its wide-ranging objects of study—including historical subjects,
minorities, and socio-political events. Furthermore, it explores alternative modalities of
representational thought, such as memory and forgetting, examining their intersections with social
identity theory, intergroup relations, ideology, and social change.

During the meetings, students are expected to:

e  Familiarise themselves with foundational and contemporary literature on social
representations, as well as other modalities of representational thought.

e Utilise institutional electronic databases to retrieve bibliographic sources and synthesise
socio-psychological literature.

e  Critically analyse and integrate the content of original research articles.
e Identify the role of social representations in everyday life and intergroup dynamics.

e Present research articles and facilitate the subsequent group discussion.

General Competences

e Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary
technology,

e Working independently,

e Team work,




e Respect for difference and multiculturalism,
e Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues,
e  Criticism and self-criticism,

e Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

3. SYLLABUS

During the first weeks, the instructor will introduce the foundational themes, concepts, and theories

that underpin the seminar. The following nine meetings will focus on analysing research papers,
group presentations, and discussions facilitated by the respective groups. The course content is
aligned with the five core pillars of the curriculum: (1) Theoretical Foundations; (2) Scientific

Research and Critical Thinking; (3) Ethical and Social Responsibility; (4) Communication Skills; and (5)

Professional Development and Career Readiness.

Week 1: Introduction to the Seminar Framework and Themes [1,5]

Week 2: Social Representations Theory: Core Principles and Concepts [1,2,3,4]

Week 3: Research and Analysis Methods in the Study of Social Representations [1,2,5]
Week 4: Social Representations and Social Identity: A Reciprocal Relationship [1,2,4]
Week 5: Social Representations in Everyday Objects: From Psychoanalysis to Covid-19 [1,2,4]
Week 6: Social Representations of Minority Groups | (e.g. Mental Health Service Users)
[1,2,3,4]

Week 7: Social Representations of Minority Groups Il (e.g. Women, LGBTQ+ Individuals)
[1,2,3,4]

Week 8: Social Representations of National, European, and Political Identity [1,2,3,4]
Week 9: Social Representations of History and Political Events [1,2,3,4]

Week 10: Modalities of Representational Thought: Memory and Forgetting [1,2,3,4]
Week 11: Social Memory, Identities, and Ideology [1,2,3]

Week 12: Representations, Identity, and Social Change [1,2,3,4,5]

Week 13: Conclusions / Q&A Session / Guidelines for the Final Assignment [3,5]

4. TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS- EVALUATION

DELIVERY | Face to face

USE OF INFORMATION AND | Use of ICT in teaching,

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY | Use of e-learn for the support of teaching and the

achievement of learning outcomes, and for communicating
with students.

TEACHING METHODS | | Teaching Methods Workload ECTS
Lectures 39 1,56
Weekly Independent 20 0,8
Activities
Group Collaboration 30 1,2
and Group
Presentations
Independent Study 61 2,44
and Final Project
Total 150 6

STUDENT PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION i. Literature Review and Final Project (40%)

ii. Weekly Summaries and Article Commentaries (30%)
iii. Group Presentation and Discussion Leadership
(30%)

The evaluation criteria are presented during the first
meeting and posted on the course website.
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