
COURSE OUTLINE 

(1) GENERAL 

SCHOOL SOCIAL SCIENCES 

ACADEMIC UNIT DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

LEVEL OF STUDIES UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL 

COURSE CODE PSY-3216 SEMESTER 5th 

COURSE TITLE TOPICS OF INFANT DEVELOPMENT  

INDEPENDENT TEACHING 

ACTIVITIES  

WEEKLY TEACHING 

HOURS 
CREDITS 

Lectures and DVD presentations, invited 

talks and oral presentations by students in 

class 

3 6 

   

   

   

COURSE TYPE  Skills Development (seminar) 

PREREQUISITE 

COURSES: 

 

Methodology of Scientific Research in Social Sciences, 

Developmental Psychology I 

LANGUAGE OF 

INSTRUCTION and 

EXAMINATIONS: 

Greek 

IS THE COURSE 

OFFERED TO ERASMUS 

STUDENTS 

No 

COURSE WEBSITE 

(URL) 

https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=437 

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

Τhe basic aim of this seminar is to deepen issues related to aspects of infant development that 

have been initially discussed in the course of Developmental Psychology I. In particular, the 

purpose of this seminar is the acquisition of specific knowledge in order student to be able to 

define variability of experiences related to the interaction of genetic and environmental 

factors in the course of infancy.  

In particular, after the completion of this seminar students are expected to:  

• Have understood traditional and contemporary theories of development with emphasis 

on infant development, 

• Have understood innate communicative infant abilities derived from recent empirical 

evidence, 

• Have defined the variability of experiences that form infant development in different 

cultures, 

• Have been familiarized with the complicated empirical evidence that investigate the 

way infant sex as well as birth order constitute two factors that define development, 



• Have understood the different but complementary impact that Significant Others 

(mother, father, sibling, grandmother/grandfather) have in infant development, 

• To have understood the importance of quality of early interactive experiences for 

later development. 

General Competences  

• Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary 

technology, 

• Production of new research ideas, 

• Respect for difference and multiculturalism 

• Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues, 

• Working independently, 

• Criticism and self-criticism  

(3) SYLLABUS 

1. Traditional and contemporary theories on infant development,  

2. Expressive behaviours in interactions of infants with Significant Others, 

3.The development of twin infants- the development of multiple birth infants, 

4.The development high-risk infants- The development of premature infants, 

5.Τhe father’s role on infant development, 

6. Emotions and emotional coordination in interactions of infants with Significant Others,  

7. The effect of gender, birth order and culture on infant development,  

8. Playful expressive behaviours in infant-Significant Other interactions, 

9. Maternal and paternal post-natal depression: Their effect on infant development, 

10.The effect of poverty on infant development, 

11. Methods of assisted reproduction: psychological and ethical matters and their effect on 

infant development. 

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY Face-to-face in classroom 

USE OF INFORMATION 

AND 

COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY  

 

Use of ICT in teaching, 

Use of electronic platform e-learn in support of the 

educational process 

TEACHING METHODS  

Activity 
Semester 

Work load 
ECTS credits 

Lectures 6 hours 0,24 

Independent study 

for presentation A 

25 hours 1,0 

Independent study 

for presentation B 

35 hours 1,4 

Participation in 33 hours 1,32 

 



oral presentations 

Independent study 

and writing of 

assignment 

45 hours 1,8 

Participation in 

oral examination 

1 hour 0,04 

Course Total 145 5,8 
 

 

STUDENT 

PERFORMANCE 

EVALUATION 

 

Student evaluation is in Greek language. 

 

I. Τwo oral public presentations (20% of the total grade each).  

II. Written work (40% of the total grade). 

III. Oral examination (20% of the total grade). 

 

Evaluation criteria are accessible to students via the 

web-site of course on the UoC e-learn platform. 
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