
COMPARATIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

1. GENERAL 

SCHOOL SOCIAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

LEVEL Undergraduate 

COURSE CODE Ψ-1402 SEMESTER 3rd 

COURSE TITLE COMPARATIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

COURSE INSTRUCTOR 
Andreas Kastellakis 

Associate Professor of Physiological Psychology 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES  WEEKLY HOURS ECTS 

Lectures, demonstrations of videos 3 4 

COURSE TYPE specialized general knowledge (Elective) 

PREREQUISITES 

COURSES: 
None 

INSTRUCTION/EXAM 

LANGUAGE: 
Greek 

OFFERED TO ERASMUS 

STUDENTS  

YES (independent study of English literature, 1 assignment, 

and term paper) 

COURSE WEB PAGE 

(URL) 

https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=319 (Password 

required) 

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning Outcomes 

This course is designed to identify similarities and differences between animals and humans, 

as well as to stimulate reflection on the possible origin of certain patterns of behaviour in 

humans.  The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the terms of comparative 

psychology as well as related scientific fields.  In order to incorporate the subject matter, 

students are briefly invited to watch videos about the behaviour of animal organisms in 

nature. 

On the successful completion of the course students are expected to have understood the 

main issues raised in this course which are:  

1. The mechanisms (causal and functional) that are the basis of animal and human 

behaviour,  

2. The concept of phylogenetic continuity between human and other species and  

3. The understanding that behaviour is determined in an integral way by the biological and 

contextual constraints of individuals. 

The students should be able also to know: 

• The various "streams of thought" and theories related to the study of animal behaviour 

• Fundamental methods and study techniques used to capture the behaviour of animals in 

nature and the laboratory.  

General Competences  



 Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary 

technology.  

 Working independently. 

 Working in an international environment.  

 Respect for difference. 

 Respect for the natural environment.  

 Production of free, creative and inductive thinking. 

 Criticism and self-criticism  

COURSE CONTENT 

 Comparative Psychology and its relationships with other disciplines 

 Levels of analysis of animal behavior 

 Behavior genetics (from gene to behavior) 

 Evolution theory and behavior 

 Animal and human evolution 

 Instinct and learning 

 Ritualization and communication 

 Mate selection and sexual strategy 

 Family relationships, parental care and altruism 

 Habitat choice and immigration 

 Territorial behavior and aggression  

 Predator and anti-predator behavior 

 From ethology to behavioral ecology 

 Sociobiology and culture 

3. INSTRUCTIONAL AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

INSTRUCTION METHOD In class (face-to-face).  These meetings include lectures, 

short video demonstrations, and discussions. 

INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGIES USED 

Use of ICT in teaching 

Support for learning (communication with students and 

delivery of all course material) via the UoC e-learn online 

platform. 

TEACHING 

ORGANIZATION 

 

Activity 
Semester Work 

load 
ECTS credits 

Lectures 39 1,56 

Independent Study 60 2,4 

Final Exams 2 0,08 

Course Total 101 4,04 
 

STUDENT EVALUATION 

  
The evaluation is in Greek for the students of UoC and in 

English for the Erasmus students.  



 

I. Final Exams (writen exams: multiple choice 

questions, short answers questions etc) 

II. Optional bonus small reviews on specific topics up to 

2 point 

 

The evaluation criteria are presented during the 1st lecture of 

the semester. Moreover, all criteria are available to the 

students via the web-site of course on UoC e-learn platform. 
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