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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

Students attending the seminar are expected to: 

(a) acquire new knowledge on needs assessment of drug addicted people with specific 
characteristics  

(b) understand the multiple experiences of people with drug addiction problems and their role 
in clinical intervention and counseling, 

(c) reflecting on how social stigma related to drug addiction is linked to the reproduction of 
psychosocial problems, 

(d) understand complex aspects of female drug addiction  

They are also expected to be able to search for bibliographic data that address the subject of 
the seminar from a critical point of view.  

General Competences  

• Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary 
technology  

• Working in an interdisciplinary environment  

• Production of new research ideas 



• Team work  

• Respect for difference and multiculturalism  

• Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues  

• Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 

(3) SYLLABUS 

DESCRIPTION 

Addiction to psychoactive drugs is not a one-dimensional phenomenon but is treated as a 
field of multiple, heterogeneous and diverse experiences. In this context, it is recognized that 
drug users do not constitute a homogeneous group but the social reality they face differs 
significantly on the basis of various social characteristics and parameters such as health or 
legal status, age, gender etc. Diversity recognition of the experiences that drug users have is 
of particular importance for the development of effective clinical interventions and 
therapeutic practices in the field of drug addiction. Through Erving Goffman's theoretical 
framework about stigma the main purpose of the seminar is the deep understanding of the 
aspects and the social reality experienced by individuals who, besides the "spoiled" identity 
of drug user also carry other stigmatized identities, such that of HIV patient, of the prisoner, 
the person working in sex industry etc. Through the analysis of qualitative research articles, 
the seminar put emphasis on the voice of drug users, which are carriers of multiple 
stigmatized identities. Emphasis is also placed on aspects of life of drug addicted women and 
mothers, focusing on issues of gender and its importance to understand the problem of drug 
addiction and its treatment. Finally, the seminar focused on moral concerns and dilemmas 
about drug addiction and child protection when parents are also drug addicts.   

 

TOPICS 

1st Week: (a) Introduction to seminar topics (b) Selection of the participants 

2nd Week: (a) Self-presentation of the participants (b) Programming of oral presentations and 
written essays. (c) Addiction and Special Populations: an Introduction (Part 1, lecture)  

3rd Week: (a) Addiction and Special Populations: an Introduction (Part 2, lecture)  

4th Week: Addiction and work in the sex field. Student presentations – Discussion. 

5th Week: Addiction & imprisonment. Student presentations – Discussion. 

6th Week: Addiction & release from jail. Student presentations – Discussion. 

7th Week: Addiction and middle-aged people. Student presentations – Discussion. 

8th Week: Addiction & HIV. Student presentations – Discussion. 

9th Week: Addiction & Women. Student presentations – Discussion. 

10th Week: Addiction and maternity. Student presentations – Discussion. 

11th Week: Addiction and child protection. Student presentations – Discussion. 

12th Week: Presentation of written group essays. Student presentations – Discussion.                                       

13th Week: (a) Presentation of written group essays (II), (b) Discussion on possible questions 
arising from the seminar (c) Evaluation of the seminar. 

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY Face to face  



USE OF INFORMATION 
AND COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, 

Communication with students through Ε-Learn 

TEACHING METHODS 
 Activity Semester 

workload ECTS Credits 

Lectures  13x3 hours = 39 
hours  

1.56 

Search and study 
of bibliography 

40 hours  1.6 

Preparation of oral 
presentation  

50 hours  0.8 

Essay writing 20 hours  2 
Course total  149 5.96 

 

STUDENT 
PERFORMANCE 

EVALUATION 
 

Student evaluation is based on: 

A. Active participation at weekly meetings (20%). It is 
emphasized that the attendance at the seminar according to 
the Study Guide of Department of Psychology is 
compulsory. 

B. Two Essays 

(1st Essay) An oral presentation of a scientific study or text 
related to the topics of the seminar (40%). The purpose of 
the essay is not simply to provide data or information but 
also to discuss the main issues of the study or the text from 
a critical point of view.  

(2nd Essay) A synthetic-bibliographic written essay related to 
the subject of the seminar, which will be presented and 
discussed in the group of the participants at the end of the 
seminar (40 %). 

Students are informed about the course evaluation criteria in 
the introductory lecture. The evaluation criteria are also 
explicitly defined and described in E-learn Platform. 
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